THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

of "Viva Espana!" But I little knew what effect it would
have on the Republican side, chiefly among those who
had no idea of its real meaning, and thought it was a
reactionary cry. Fortunately it had a great reception in
the whole zone, and from that day onwards it became a
frequent practice for orators to close their speeches with
this most lively expression of patriotism, raising the
spirits of the vast majority of listeners, perhaps because
they had saved it up for so long, and not because of any
lack of feeling or indifference.

It was necessary to arouse a sense of national in-
dependence as much on the Republican as on the
Nationalist side. If our propaganda had been well
directed it could have played an important part in this.
It could have worked among the Nationalists by means of
the printed word, radio and aviation, and among our own
people by appealing to them as Spaniards in all public
actions, speeches, wireless programmes, the cinema and
theatre. But when instead of reminding the people of
figures in history who had done most in our own struggle
for independence such as Daoiz, Velarde, Alvarez de
Castro, El Empecinado, etc., they were perpetually fed on
praise for Stalin, Vorochilov, Jose Diaz, La Pasionaria,
etc.; when instead of using the jota aragonesa and the
magnificent folk songs of Spain, they dished out day after
day a whole Russian musical programme, from which the
Volga Boat Song was never absent; when on the radio
they gave with pitiable frequency programmes by the Red
International Assistance Society, the Anti-Fascist Women,
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